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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carry Nation Home is a "modest cottage of yellow-
painted brick,"
with a small porch at the front and a basement, o

Many of the original furnishings and Mrs, Nation's personal
possessions have been returned to the house which is now op-
erated as a museum. The exterior of the house is believed to
be much as it was when Mrs, Nation resided there,

It is a plain, gable-roofed, one-story house
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. Garry_and Davig Nation came to Medicine lodge in 1889 from
Texas. At that time Kansas had a prohibition law, but it was widely
' violsted., HNedicine Lodge had “joints," as these saloons were
called, operating openly on the main street. The liguor traffic
upset Carry Nation greatly so she organized a local chapler of the
Women's Christian Temperance Union, . '

" Carry Nation had been previously married to Dr, Charles
Gloyd, who made her life miserable with his excessive drinking.
He died less than two years after they were married, allegedly
from too much alcohol consumption, shortly after their child was
born, The widow taught school four years to support herself and
her baby daughter, and in 1877 married David Nation,

She claimed to have received the "Baptism of the Holy Ghost®
in the Medicine lodge cottage while reading her Bible during a
severs electrical storm in the late 1890's., This experience led
her to become a militant crusader against liquor.

First she mansged to closze the seven "Jjoints" in Medicine
Lodge in 1899, On May 30, 1900, she extended her efforts to Kiowa,
25 miles south, where she smashed the saloons not with a hatchet
but with stones, : o '

Later -she.went on to Wichita, Enterprise, Topeka, and other
towns, adopting the hatchel as her weapon of destruction, The
sensationsl publiciiy she received made her a national and inter-
national figurs. Her lecture tours around the country were
often spiced up with s2loon smastings and jail sentences,

Her husband David filed for divorce after she was well
launched in her crusade., Apparently their home 1ife had not been
pléasant even before the crusade. The divorce was granted
November 27, 1901, with Carry veceiving the house in Medicine
Iodge. A year or so later she sold it for $800, She died in 1911,
" The home is significant because it 1s here she had the
mystical experience that launched her on the crusade sgainst
liquor, Her dramatic actions gained publicity and focused
attention on the temperance movement and prohibition laws in
the United States, '
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Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration

1939 Federal

Records destroyed. A guide book, Kansas, was published in 1939.
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Note: This continuation sheet contains the additionél architectural
description requested for the Carry Nation Home,

Te

The Carry Nation Home is 2 simple one-story cottage constructed.
of yellow-painted brick laid in common bond, The house rests on a
brick foundation and contains a full basement, The roof is a steep
double pitch sheathed with wood shingles. Cornice boards are plain
as are the gable overhangs. A small porch with a single pitch roof
is on the front of the house; it is supported by four ornamental
wood posts. A wood rail with turned wcod newels is built between
the posts. Both the porch floor and the steps are constructed of
wood. FEach window and door opening is single and rectangular with
a low arched head., This head is a brick arch of soldier coursed
brick radisting perpendicular to the curve of the arch, The double-
hung wood windows rest on stone sills. . :

The house now known as the Carry Nation Home was built in 1882

for a woman named McCleary., There is no documentation of alterations

having been made to the house.
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